
Grade 4- Unit 3 ELA Pre-Assessment 

 

Name:  ________________________ 

Class:  ________________________ 

Date:  ________________________ 

 

Reading Literature 

 

Directions:  Students are to read the Native American Legend “How the Fawn Got Its 

Spots.” After reading the piece they are to answer the questions that follow 

independently. 

 

Task 1:  Read the story and answer the questions that follow. 

 

 

How the Fawn Gots Its Spots 

 Long ago, when the world was new, Wakan Tanka, The Great Mystery, was 

walking around. As he walked, he spoke to himself of the many things he had done to 

help the four-legged ones and the birds survive. 

 “It is good,” Wakan Tanka said. “I have given Mountain Lion sharp claws and 

Grizzly Bear great strength. It is much easier now for them to survive. I have given Wolf 

sharp teeth and I have given his brother, Coyote, quick wits. It is much easier now for 

them to survive. I have given Beaver a flat tail and webbed feet to swim beneath the 

water and teeth which can cut down the tress and I have given slow-moving Porcupine 

quills to protect itself. Now it is easier for them to survive. I have given birds their feather 

and the ability to fly so that they may escape their enemies. I have given speed to Deer 

and the Rabbit so that it will be hard for their enemies to catch them. Truly it is now 

much easier for them to survive.” 

 However as Wakan Tanka spoke, a mother deer came up to him. Behind her was 

her small fawn, wobbling on weak new legs. 

 “Great One,” she said. “It is true that you have given many gifts to the four-

leggeds and the winged ones to help them survive. It is true that you gave me great speed 

and now my enemies find it hard to catch me.  My speed is a great protection, indeed.  

But what of my little one here? She does not yet have speed. It is easy for our enemies, 

with their sharp teeth and their claws, to catch her. If my children do not survive, how can 

my people live?” 

 “Wica yaka pelo!” said Wakan Tanka. “You have spoken truly; you are right. 

Have your little one come here and I will help her.” 

 Then Wakan Tanka made paint from the earth and the plants. He painted spots 

upon the fawn’s body so that, when she lay still, her color blended in with the earth and 

she could not be seen. Then Wanka Tanka breathed upon her, taking away her scent. 

 “Now,” Wakan Tanka said, “your little ones will always be safe if they only 

remain still when they are away from your side. None of your enemies will see your little 

ones or be able to catch their scent.” 

 So it has been from that day on. When a young deer is too small and weak to run 

swiftly, it is covered with spots that blend in with the earth. It has no scent and it remains 



very still and close tot eh earth when its mother is not by its side. And when it has grown 

enough to have speed Wakan Tanka gave its people, then it loses those spots it once 

needed to survive. 

   

  

1. What is the theme of the story? 

a. Celebrations 

b. Vision 

c. Survival 

 

2. How would you describe the character of Wakan Tanka? 

a. Funny 

b. Wise 

c. Lazy 

 

3. The word “wobbling” would be similar in meaning to which of the following 

words? 

a. sturdy 

b. long 

c. shaky 

 

4. Which of the following sentence supports the answer? 

a. “Behind her was her small fawn, wobbling on weak new legs.” 

b. “Then Wanka Tanka made paint from the earth and the plants.” 

c. “Then Wanka Tanka breathed upon her, taking away her scent.” 

 

 

Task 2 

 

Directions: In 5-6 sentences describe what Wakan Tanka did to the animals. Why did he 

do this? Do you think it was a good idea or not? Why? 

 

Remember a 4-piont response should include: 

 answers to all parts of the question 

 reference the text for details and examples 

 provide a clear and focused explanation or opinion 

 

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Task 3: Essential Questions 
 

  
1. How can you determine the theme of a story, drama, or poem? 

 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

 
2. How can you describe a character, setting or event in a story in depth? 
 

 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

 
     3.  How does the author of a narrative text develop real or imagined      
experiences or events? 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide 
 
Task 1: 1 point 
 

1. c 
2. b 
3. c 
4. a 

 
 
Task 2: 0-4 points 
 
         0     Student writes nothing or met none of the proficient criteria. 
         1     Student is not yet able to respond correctly. 
         2     Students met one of the proficient criteria. 
         3     Student answered all parts of the question, referenced the text for 

details and examples, and provided a clear and focused explanation or 
opinion.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

         4    Student meets all three of the proficient criteria plus provides an in 
depth explanation and refers explicitly to the text.                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


